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Neighbors-helping-Neighbors USA, Inc. - Success Stories of 1012
The River Edge based support group started on January 27, 2011 and have been holding free weekly meetings ever since. Six months later the group opened its second location and have been continuously expanding into additional libraries and other venues like Community Colleges and nonprofits.

We went global in the fall of 2014 with a meeting group in University in Madrid Spain. Which saw 5 of the 10 members land jobs in three months following our meeting agenda and model.
Our group is extremely proud of the work it has done and the large number and rapid rate of success stories of members getting jobs, and we wanted to detail some of these success stories. Not all members report back when they get jobs so we know or numbers are even higher than the ones who report in and give us their short story to help motivate the others in the group
We encourage you to connect with our success stories on the NhN LinkedIn group as when they land their network grows and they can be more helpful with connections. 

We always need to find volunteer facilitators, as our facilitators seem to land faster than our general members as they take on responsibility and show leadership skill, which allows them to be more attractive job candidates. 


Success # 38 - Kevin had been out of work 5 months short of 3 years and attended many different networking groups in addition to several NhN locations including Hawthorne, and Waldwick. Kevin said.”  I have an update - GREAT news!   I was offered a full time employee position at QualCare Inc in Piscataway.  The position is Business Objects Developer.  I will start on Monday 1-9-12.  Do not give up hope!  I was out of work for three years (fewer 5 months).  Keep persevering, keep networking! Thank you all again for your prayers and encouragement.  

Success #39 - Dennis landed a help desk help analyst position temporary hire to March 31st 2012. I got the job I am responsible for downloading files specific and detailed to their application.  I remain faithful and positive, and appreciate NhN group being there for me.


Success #40 - Cindy said “In my job search, I found that networking in groups like NhN was a critical element and major source of support.  Attending NhN meetings helped to validate my job search experience, and gave me new perspective and ideas to introduce into my search process.  NhN is a great outlet to meet new people from different backgrounds and companies/industries that helps to make valuable business connections.”   
Success # 41 – Helena from Ridgewood NhN 
Success # 42 – Peggy from Lyndhurst (River Edge NhN meeting
Success # 43 -Earl said” I just wanted to let you know that this week I was able to secure a part-time health care position. I started work Jan 24th. Even though it is only 28 hours/week it will help to pay some of the bills until I can find a full-time job with benefits.                                                                                             Even though the job it is not in my field (Master's Degree in Industrial Engineering) I do have experience these last 5 years holding part-time jobs in health care. Since I am 61 years old and also caring for two physically disabled individuals in my home, I needed to be close at hand in case there was an emergency. So a self-imposed limitation on my job search was the radius I would be willing to travel to a job.   Jo Ann Faust of the Wanaque NhN group was very helpful. I still want to remain on the e-mail list. The job opportunities that are posted, job fairs listed and the job search skill web links are very helpful. Perhaps I can find additional work or a better position in the future.
Success # 44 - David said “I wanted to thank you John for helping me to secure an interview with Ferraro. It went well and I will be starting there Monday as a category manager. I really appreciate all the help you have given me. It is a lot closer of a commute for me, and I feel I fit in well with the company.”
Success # 45 – Bill NhN River Edge is from Lyndhurst and found a full time job with a major food service company. And continues to be active with the group helping in many ways. 
Success # 46 – Juliet from River Edge said” As you know, I was offered a job last Friday and after working out the hours it became official yesterday.  I will begin on Tuesday as Office Administrator of a small Hedge Fund/Family Office in New York.

I want to thank you because, without Neighbors-helping-Neighbors, I would not have found this job.  During one of our Thursday night NhN meetings, Mark Gottlieb had asked me if I thought my LinkedIn Profile was as good as it could be.  Mark offered to meet me at the library to look at my LinkedIn Profile and to make suggestions.  I had thought my profile was pretty good but Mark was able to make suggestions such as groups to join and recruiters to “friend”.  He even suggested a new headline: Experienced Office Administrator/Private Equity/Family Office.  A recruiter noticed me because we were in the same Family Office LinkedIn group and contacted me, and the rest is history! 

NhN has been a great source of support and knowledge.  Being able to network with a diverse group of people with different backgrounds but who are all going through the same thing was a comforting and educational experience.  Many thanks to you, John, for all you have accomplished with this wonderful group!” Juliet’s Brother Craig was success # 10.

Success #47- Mark NhN River Edge from Little Ferry... mark was our success number 13 back in August when he landed a seasonal position with Halloween city, after the holiday he was dismissed but put into the pool for new managers for their parent companies full time jobs at Party City. Which he just landed and will start on Tuesday Feb 7th Shows how temporary and seasonal jobs can ultimately end up as permanent positions. 
Success #48 – Manny from Ridgewood said” I just wanted you to know that Jacque is fantastic moderator, and the NhN group in Ridgewood is great! I learned so much form the sessions, as well as the conversations and correspondence that I had with Jacque! I managed to land a better position than I had previously: I was a warehouse manager at the last company I worked for, and will be the director of operations for a small company that manufactures connector cables for radios and batteries for the military, with an increase in salary of almost one third, as well as guaranteed profit sharing. Among my duties, will be logistics, marketing, customer sales and eventually the design of the products. Thank you very much for providing such a great channel for obtaining knowledge, as well as networking! Your service is invaluable!!”

Success #49 - Stu from Hawthorne - Before tonight's Super-bowl game, I wanted to let you know that I am starting a full-time job on Monday as a grant-writer for Neighborhood Housing Services of New York City, Inc.   I greatly appreciate the support and guidance that I received from the Hawthorne NHN chapter, which really helped me cope with a prolonged job search. 



Success #50 - Pat from Park Ridge – “I attended NhN in Ridgewood and the 1 yr. anniversary on 1/27 which was wonderful.  I started a new position on Monday, 2/6 as a Receptionist.   I won't be going to the Ridgewood meetings but would like to continue networking.  Since I live in Park Ridge, I'd be closer to the Westwood Library. John, thank you for all you do for NhN.  You are amazing!” 



        Success #51 - Milena attended meetings in Lodi when we had them there and then stayed     

        Connected through LinkedIn and group emails.



Success #52 - Luigi joined the group on LinkedIn as there were no programs close to his home, he networked with John F as he was in the food business and got a referral on LinkedIn through John and landed his merchandising job with a local food broker.



Success #53 - Peggy also didn’t live near any meeting locations but used the web site and other NhN materials to help her with her search and landed a job she wanted in a hospital



Success # 54 - Ipek of Cedar Grove NhN - member requested to remain confidential



Success # 55 - Hedy of River Edge NhN - 



Success # 56 - Alison of Waldwick NhN -



Success # 57 – Lisa of Dumont NhN



Success # 58 – Robin of Waldwick NhN, said ”I had the pleasure of meeting you when I joined the Waldwick NJ Neighbors Helping Neighbors group in 2011.  With your assistance I’ve landed and wanted to provide some immediate finance job openings for the groups. I initially began working for Oritani Bank in January 2012.  I became a permanent employee in July of 2012.”



Success # 59 – Russ of Bergenfield NhN



Success #60 - Susan from Ridgewood said “I attended the Fair Lawn chapter of NHN the other night.  That was my second meeting; the first was at Ridgewood in January.  I just wanted to let you know that after 11 months of being unemployed, I landed a one year contract job that will start next week.  I want to thank you and the members of NHN for the support and encouragement that I received in the meetings and for the emails, stories and articles that helped me so much. I don't want to lose the connection with this group and I would like to be able to help anyone that I can.  God Bless you for the continued success of this group.



Success #61 - John from Ridgewood I am very happy to report that I have taken a position as a Healthcare Technology Consultant in Paramus, NJ.  Although I did not get a referral through an NhN group member, there is no question that being a part of the group positioned me so that I was fully ready when the opportunity window opened.  I attended a number of meetings in Ridgewood, including the one-year celebration, which was instrumental in refocusing my job search.  



Success #62   John from Ringwood NhN - member requested to remain confidential



Success # 63 – Kim - member requested to remain confidential



Success # 64 – Mike from River Edge NhN - member requested to remain confidential



Success #65 - Sam from Westwood was feeling very anxious while being out of work but NhN meetings kept him focused on his search and gave him a lot of feedback and help in dealing with his situation.



Success #66 - Maria from Westwood said “I took the info I learned from the resume session by the woman who presented to NhN meeting and, I sent my new resume to a few places and I am now subbing for teacher's aides in a local school district. Thank you NhN!”



Success #67 – Tom from Fair Lawn attended meeting in Ridgewood said that NhN “assisted me by providing various suggestions on how to improve my interviewing skills.”


Success #68 – Toby I am excited to say that I was just offered to work at two elementary schools

As a Media Specialist/librarian.  Apparently, I impressed the two principals at the interview (was what I was told). Start date is 4/15 till end of school year in June. Although this is a substitute,

Temporary leave of absence, at least it is in my field, I can list it on my resume and maybe be lucky to hear about someone in the school library retiring from this district.



Success #69 –Mary NhN Cranford first facilitator  from Kenilworth I have landed! I will be starting at Admiration Foods in Englewood as their HR Manger on Monday. I know I can thank NhN and the rest of the transition groups I have been attending for all of their guidance in helping me create marketing materials and prepare for a job search in today's world. I also feel networking played a huge part and the groups helped me to develop those skills. Please know that I still would like to be a moderator and will keep working to get Cranford going. I appreciate all of the helpful information you are sending out and look forward to working with you.



Success #70 – Greg Murray, who has attended both the Ridgewood group and my group in Mendham Twp.  Greg graduated from RPI's Lally School of Management last spring. Neighbors-helping- Neighbors is what helped him get a job.  The group support was invaluable to him. The librarian at the Mendham Twp. Library spoke to the Twp. Committee about 6 weeks ago and told them about the NhN group that meets in Mendham.  An anonymous member of the Twp. Committee requested resumes from our group's members, which were provided. 

Greg was called for an interview at a small technical consulting firm whose owner lives in Mendham. It seems that the Twp. Committee has been showing the members’ resumes to folks behind the scenes, and the company owner picked Greg's resume out of the pile he was shown.  In addition, he had a session with Cynthia Clark on interviewing which helped him greatly.  An engineer in my group helped prep him for technical questions on the firm's line of business. So, Greg got a lot of assistance to help him nail the job.  Thanks so much for creating NhN. I believe Greg is your 70th success, and he is our first from the small group in Mendham. We are looking forward to many more successes!



Success # 71 – Jerry from Fair Lawn landed a job with Fairway Markets and will be working on a project in addition to his job to help create and in house newspaper for the employees.  He is a member of the River Edge meeting group.



Success # 72 -Linda from Oradell and a River Edge member of NhN, currently in a contract position as a Brand Marketing Manager with LexisNexis in New Providence, NJ. She hopes to have the time to join an evening meeting in the near future! 

Success # 73 – Anthony from Waldwick accepted a job with Farmers insurance



Success # 74 – Carol from West Milford



Success # 75 - Jo from NhN Wanaque and Ringwood groups



Success # 76 – Denise was a previous success story (#15) who started facilitating our meeting in Hawthorne and found a job in August after working 6 months for a company, she then found herself back with our meeting groups and found a new job which she said should be a much better fit for her, she had been a big help returning to NhN moderating two new locations.



Success # 77 – Richard of Westwood 



Success # 78 – Laura of Fair Lawn – said” My husband found the job on Craig’s List and brought it to my attention.  Upon phoning the number and speaking with the gentleman responsible for the hiring we set up an interview.  It turns out that this is a new beginning for them as well.  With both my experiences of working with Special needs students and Medical health verifying and billing I fit the mold exactly for what they were looking for.  So I have to say that it worked out quite nicely for me.  Again, thank you so much for the extra push I needed to refocus my efforts. 
Success # 79 – (4.3.12 ) Roddy of NhN Ridgewood meeting a co-facilitator said “as began my job search campaign, it became abundantly clear that networking would play an important role in my success.  Networking is a key activity that I thoroughly enjoyed when I joined Neighbors helping Neighbors.   It was not only fun, but critical to my personal growth and professional development.  John and his team of moderators provided invaluable coaching and advice that I will continue to utilize in my new role.  It was great have a network of friends and associates to draw energy from.   Just being a part of a group serves to keep you on point in terms of getting things done.  Thank you John for NhN.”
Success # 80 – Katherine attended River Edge meetings and said, “I just wanted to keep you updated on my job search for a nursing position and thank you again for your help.  Two months ago I interviewed at Englewood Hospital and this week I got a call that I finally got the job.  I really appreciate your reaching out to me and putting yourself and your wife in the middle of my job search.

I hope to continue with neighbors helping neighbors in some capacity.  I think it is a great idea and the times do demand that we help our neighbors.”



Success # 81 – Jenna of Cedar Grove said “I will be starting a new role on 4/9 as an HR Point of Contact at Accenture helping with the Annual Performance Management process for employees across three work forces As you know, I attended the inaugural meeting in Cedar Grove and although I haven't attended other meetings in person, I've kept connected through email with some members and via the LinkedIn group.  While on the topic of networking and LinkedIn, I'd like to emphasize the power of your network as all my job leads/interviews have come about either through someone I knew or finding out about positions via LinkedIn or a combination of both.  I might not have known about the Accenture position I landed if not for the fact that I was connected to the Accenture alumni group on LinkedIn and saw a discussion post.  

After all, my network is how I found out about the NhN meeting in Cedar Grove.  My Dad saw it in the local paper and passed the information on to me. The positive energy and encouragement at that first meeting is noteworthy.  Someone came up to me after the meeting and gave me their contact info and said some encouraging words, which when you're looking for work, any morale boosters you get most certainly help.  I remember members gave a pep talk to someone who was worried about an interview they had the next day and I saw that this person landed.  I hope you can count my story as another one of NhN's successes and if I can help someone else out I'd be glad to do it.



Success # 82 – Tina from Ho-Ho-Kus and a Ridgewood meeting attendee said “I'm so happy I get to write this email - I got a job with a financial service company!  I found it through an ad in the Record, but knowing I had the support of the Ridgewood group really helped.  They gave me the courage to apply even though I wasn't sure the job description was something that I wanted.  It turned out to be a perfect match and I'm in my second week at a full time job.  I want to thank everyone for their help, support, and thoughts.  It gave me more confidence to know that I wasn't the only one in my situation.  If I can help anyone in their search, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you again for all your efforts.



Success # 83 – Rosemary NhN River Edge said “Wanted to inform you that I secured a position. My offer was made yesterday from the same company that just eliminated my position. I had to interview and prepare in a short period of time. Although I never made a meeting I read each and every email. The tips were great in helping me prepare for this interview. Thank you again. I hope and pray the successes of others gaining employment grows tremendously as this group gains momentum. Thank you for what you do. 


Success # 84 – Jocelyn from Teaneck attended Englewood NhN meetings said “NhN indirectly helped me land a job by providing a support group, like the social extension one have when working. I have found in Englewood NhN a safe outlet where I can voice out concerns, questions or course of action and get unbiased feedback. Likewise, it is sometimes empowering to have something to say to others. I wish everyone best of luck.
Success # 85 – Mike from Wayne said “  I've been attending at both Cedar Grove and Hawthorne and I wanted to let you know I've been informed by the Superintendent of my former school system that my courses are being reinstated. He requested I submit a letter of interest for the posted opening which I did today and upon receipt of that I will be rehired for September 2012. The revised curricula I presented to him and new budget and contract changes made this possible. The NhN groups allowed me to maintain the positive attitude that created this situation.  Can't thank you enough


Success # 86 – Mark is from NhN River Edge is from Little Ferry and a former River Edge resident who has been attending and helping co-facilitate meetings at River Edge. Mark has been with us since June 2011. And has been a member who has given a lot of one on one help to many others at the group meetings.



Success # 87 - Robert said “I wanted to let you and the NhN Members know that I am another success story.  After returning from 3 years in California, most of which I was unemployed, I attended my first NhN meeting in January.  The meeting was NhN anniversary when you were recognized for your outstanding work.  The guest speakers motivated me and I was determined not to conduct my job search the same way I had in California.

 

That same night I created my Linked In profile and a few days later I attended the free Linked In seminar at the Ridgewood Library.  Within days I had connected with over 30 direct colleagues and decision makers.

 

I attended a NhN meeting in Mahwah and listen to the difficulties each member was having in their job searches and personal difficulties each member was having to deal with.  Having gone through all the lows and highs the NhN members were encountering forced me to re-look at my own process of getting back to work.  

 

I started to look at all the positives in my life, I began exercising in the morning and maintained a healthy diet.  I searched my contacts in Linked In and found recruiters in the field that I wanted to return to.  I sent e-mails, called and left messages.  Within weeks I flew to Atlanta and had a job offer.  Days before I was ready to pack up my belongings in the car and move to Atlanta I got a call from a recruiter that I had contacted through Linked In.  Three days later I had a job offer as a General Manager of a golf course in Jefferson Township.

 

Life throws many curve balls at us and I have learned that you must be patient and focused.  I encourage everyone who has found themselves in a dark placed to look in the mirror, pick themselves up, get out of the house and attend the NhN meetings and other free seminars that can help them succeed.

 

John, thank you so much for starting the NhN movement and count me as another success story due to your efforts.



Success # 88 – Narendra 



Success # 89 – Nikki from Fair Lawn NhN



Success # 90 is Dan from Easton PA he said “I accepted an offer from Atalanta late yesterday (4/7/12). They are still finalizing my job details but I am going to be a product manager for their goat cheese and bakery programs, have two major customers for sales responsibility and be heavily involved in training. New position created for me with the help of John Rodger and the Gellert’s.  Thanks for your encouragement and the time you spent with me looking at A&P stores. 

Thank you for the help you are giving to those who need a lifeline to feel good about themselves.      As I hear about any positions there I will encourage their director of HR to utilize your group linked in page and post their positions. I will also encourage others to do so.
Success # 91 - John from Easton PA he said “Do you remember when you suggested Dietz and Watson to look at for employment? I start Tuesday!

I was in the middle of negotiation when you sent that suggestion. I could not say anything at that moment. I will send you my new business contact information on Tuesday.
Success #92 - Scott from Mahwah meeting said “I had participated in the Neighbors Helping Neighbors group at the Mahwah Library.  I was let go from my employer in January 2012 and utilized my network to find new employment.  I am happy to announce that I was recently offered a position, in which I also accepted, in the field of Employee Benefit Consulting.  I found the support of the Mahwah group to be very encouraging to help keep me focused on the task of looking for a position.  Although the position is in NYC (vs. in NJ where I used to work), the people and the work are fantastic. I just wanted to thank you for your dedication to Neighbors Helping Neighbors as I believe it really helps individuals.  I will continue to assist anyone looking for work as I come across open positions.
Success #93 - John from Cedar Grove meeting said ” Many thanks for all the support while I was unemployed. I started a 6 month consulting assignment on Thursday last week. I have been very busy setting up this PMO.
Success #94 - Paula from Hawthorne has been our facilitator there with NhN since the beginning, she said “Thank you for, envisioning the NhN concept, and moving forward with the idea.  You are a model for me in allowing "good" to come out of chaos.  During the last year and my participation in NhN, I've learned so much about myself and others and have met so many great people in the community.   Thank you to everyone that has participated in NhN, whether by attending one meeting or many meetings.  Also, I'd like to acknowledge, I was feeling pretty shaky as I volunteered to lead NhN Hawthorne and you were there to provide the support I needed.  The Hawthorne group has also done a great job of working together and supporting me and each other.
Success #95 – Barb from Cedar Grove NhN said “I have accepted a job for an Insurance agency in Morristown and start in a few weeks.  Stewart, I thank you so much for leading our NhN group in Cedar Grove. It helped me to stay optimistic it was a great group. The many suggestions helped me on my job search .  If there is anything I can do to help the group let me know. Just an FYI ,this job I got by way of an old friend I worked with she gave my resume to her sister who works in insurance and I was hired by her office .
Success #96 – Nehrin from Oakland NhN said “I greatly appreciate everybody's advice in our Oakland group. Today is the third day in my new job, and I have to say that I am really happy. I had 
previously talked to hr and my recruiter and everything worked out. I wanted to let you guys know that when my recruiter from Apple One asked if I knew of more people that are searching for jobs I referred her to linkedin nhn. I hope that something positive will come of it.

Success # 97 –(4-2-12) - Claudio from Italy who attended Ridgewood NhN said “On April the 2nd I started a new job as Senior Account Manager at ABI PR www.apipr.com a marketing and public relations firm with a focus on the B2B sector. I believe it is a great opportunity, I’m working with great people and doing something I like, furthermore, there are opportunities to learn a lot and room to grow. 

The only thing I have to o is to work hard to settle down and prepare for the arrival of my family.       A big grazie to you, Jacque and all the people of N&N, who provided encouragement, insights and networking opportunities to succeed in my job search.  Please allow me to stay in touch and be of some help in the future. 



Success # 98 - Joyce from Hawthorne NhN she said “I just wanted to thank you for all your hard work you do for everyone. I had attended at times the Hawthorne meetings, but couldn't always make them so I continued to read all the e-mail info & linked in Info that you provided to give everyone hope & inspiration. After almost 2 years of being out of work I finally landed a job!

I'm just so happy to have employment after such a long wait. Thank you for your time and effort. I really appreciate it! Everyone keep on hanging in there!



Success # 99 – Marie from Hawthorne NhN she said “I want to let you know I also got a job finally after being unemployed for sixteen months. Joyce put it beautifully. Thank you for all your hard work and support to everyone. Neighbors helping Neighbors is a wonderful thing you started. I also attend the Hawthorne chapter and will be looking out for the others in the group. NhN has been very supportive in every way by listening to my frustrations of the job search to suggestions & answering questions I have had and when I was feeling down they lifted my spirits!



Success # 100 –(4.24.12) Robert was one of our earliest members in River Edge he said “It's official:  I landed. Yesterday, I accepted a position as Recruiting Manager for Adroit Software Consultants in Emerson, NJ.  I started there today (4/24/12).

 

First and foremost, I would like to thank Cynthia Clark for her advice and encouragement.  This would not have happened without her help.  Plus, she is the one who noticed this job opening and suggested that I apply for it.

 

Next, I would like to thank you, John, for starting Neighbors-helping-Neighbors.  It's a wonderful networking group and it has been amazing to see how it has grown.

 

After that, I would like to thank everyone else in all the different networking groups I've attended for their support and encouragement.  Special thanks here to Jacque Weiss. 

Success # 101 – Ed has been a member of our new Oakland NhN group he said “ I wanted to give you the heads up that I accepted a 3 month Contract Position at Stryker in Mahwah late last Friday.

I started yesterday and it looks like it will hold me over well while I continue to search for a permanent position. This means that I will not be able to come to the Thursday Morning meetings, but I will keep you informed and look forward to seeing emails about success from all of you!


Success # 102 – Leslie has been a member and co-facilitator in Fair Lawn NhN group she said “I am happy to tell you that I was offered a 2 month contract as the Development Consultant at the National Yiddish Theatre- Folksbiene. I will be dealing with their upcoming Gala in June at the Town Hall in NYC. I will be responsible for all of the fundraising operational details of this major event.  It will be a great opportunity for me professionally as it  will have expose me to fundraising in the fine arts which is new to me rather than to what I have been used to which has been in healthcare and education. They have expressed a desire to speak with me after this event is over. So right now my focus is making sure that this organization raises a lot of money. I am so grateful to our Fair Lawn group for all the support they have provided me and I intend to keep coming and stay involved.



Success # 103 – Justine has been attending Cedar Grove since it started in February



Success # 104 – Bill was success # 45 and co-facilitator of Hasbrouck Heights now has landed a better situation with Fairway markets in their liquor department for the new West Paterson store. Jerry success #71 will also be in that store.



Success # 105 – Victoria from Westwood said, “I've recently started working as a Senior Writer at Chartis, the property-casualty subsidiary of AIG insurance company in New York. I'm working in the company's internal communications group, and it's a position that is just right for me and a natural next step based on my writing/editing skills, corporate background and reporting experience covering the insurance industry.

 

Job strategies are different for each individual, however, the job strategy that worked best for me was responding to targeted LinkedIn job postings plus networking (in the local community and at events for several industries in New Jersey and Manhattan). I also attended many career leadership sessions sponsored by The Women's Institute at Bergen Community College and the "six amigos" career seminar sponsored by Fairleigh Dickinson University. 

 

NhN is a such a wonderful group of dedicated, determined and caring people from our communities. Thanks to NhN, I have enjoyed sharing my job search experiences, learning from others and volunteering my time (providing advice, ideas and job leads to NhN members and promoting the group).

 

The first NhN meeting I attended was in Closter, and then I attended NhN meetings regularly in Westwood and Ridgewood. It was a pleasure shaking hands with you, John, at the NhN first annual anniversary at the Ridgewood Library. NhN is a valuable resource for us to truly help our neighbors! Thank you, John!

 

I'd also like to give a special thanks to moderators Burt Ray Simpson and Ralph Piano (Westwood) as well as Jacque Weiss and Beth Berkenfeld (Ridgewood).

 

I'm sure to see many of you around town and online and hope to stay connected...I'm a better person for meeting all of you ...wishing everyone to find the right job for them and speedily!


Success # 106  - Elyse from Fair Lawn said,” Great News! I am starting my own business:  One of a Kind Design by Elyse. It will include assisting clients with wedding invitations, calligraphy, and other related events. I have 15 years experience in this field.  I am also waiting to see if I am getting a grant to learn website design. if I do, the class starts May 30. This experience, combined with my graphic design skills, will give me the necessary skills to start my own business. .  So things are heating up for me and I am happy to let everyone know of my success.  I would like to continue coming to the group.  It has been helpful, motivating and stimulating.  I have enjoyed networking.  Thank you.



Success # 107 – Kim from Englewood said, “I’m pleased to announce that I've accepted a position as Marketing Manager ecommerce for Flight Centre USA/Liberty Travel.  The office is located in Ramsey, and come may remember that in addition to NJ being my preference, this also marks my official entrance to the hospitality industry where one day I hope to use my credentials as a Tea sommelier.   I want to thank you and all of my new friends at Neighbors Helping Neighbors. 

 

After well over a year of frustrations and disappointments, I came across your flyer at Englewood Library. Like many who first attend an NhN meeting, I felt I had lost all hope and exhausted all my financial and emotional resources.  At NhN, I found a friendly group of people in transition who gave me a second wind.

 

I was immediately inspired to keep on going, keep hope alive and open myself to new search strategies. I soon found I was more confident and focused. I also became addicted to the high-functioning support group, and made many friends and contacts at Englewood, Bergenfield, Oradell and Westwood Libraries..

 

Of course I am overjoyed to land, but the journey with NhN has taught me about the new employment landscape. It’s one where self-branding and planning is key, and ongoing networking is essential.  It’s also a sharp reminder that human kindness and simple compassion is the secret ingredient.

 

I believe the most important thing is that those who land should remain accessible to their peers at NhN. There is nothing more valuable than an ‘insider’ who can at the very least share ‘real’ openings or closings.  John, you and many NhN members have my Linked In or personal email – I hope you will all free to use it.

 

I look forward to staying in touch and to all, I say, believe in yourself and stay strong!


Success # 108 – Mitch from New Milford NhN River Edge meeting attendee Debbie his wife said “Mitch just called & said that Sam Ash called him & he will start on Tues., since he NEVER heard anything from fairway, he can't take any chances by waiting. But that doesn't mean that he wouldn't switch, if they did call him.  Starting Mon I will start in w/ looking into things again. The 1st will be going back to valley hospital, where they have turned down my charity care. I am also going to Hackensack.

I STILL have my hands full, but am glad at least Mitch has somewhere to go on Tues., even if it pays nothing, & commission is even slimmer even for a GREAT salesman like Mitch.

I am on a few lists for affordable living, & if we have sources of income maybe we can get out of this depressing place & we can both do a little healing.  Thank u for caring, Debbie
Success # 109 – Glenn from Waldwick NhN said “I'm writing to thank you for all you do and share a success story. After 3 years of freelancing, working as an independent contractor and volunteering as a youth mentor while trying to piece together a living, I've landed a full time position that will utilize the odd variety of skills that encompass my career. This included a stint in a public school as a para professional in special ed as I tried to transition to teaching. That was short circuited by the cuts in education seen in the last couple of years.

In short I will be working for a U.K. company as one of 15 product specialists hired as the company opens a US office. They make AAC ( Augmentative and Alternative Communication) devices serving those with disabilities involving the inability to speak in both Adult and Youth populations. My responsibilities will be to educate, service and sell these devices to Speech and Occupational Therapists in hospital, rehab and school settings. I'm excited to start another journey and to be able bring all that I've been working for to a position I'm truly passionate about.

So I wanted to thank you and all the folks involved with NhN. Even though my schedule only allowed me to make a couple of meetings in Waldwick, I've connected with people and utilize the emails. You're a hero John and this is what it's about. We're all in this together. Being out of work is demoralizing and frightening. We all have something to offer and share, and in my mind it's our duty to pick each other up in any small way we can. Please share my information and know I'll be happy to connect and assist in any way. Life is unfortunately full of more defeats than victories but with a willingness to be open, a lot of perseverance and little help from your friends we'll all get the most out of our respective journey's. 
Success # 110 - Nancy – NhN River Edge said” I just wanted to update you on my job status. My former sister-in-law hired me to take care of her 2 kids and her home for a few months while she and her husband work. I will be working there 4 days per week. It's a nice arrangement. I am helping her with child/home care and she is helping me pay my bills. On Fridays, I am still working as a personal assistant for a man in Westwood. I will still try to make NhN meetings.
Success # 111 – Pat attended Cranford and said ” I want to let you know that I was offered and accepted a position as maintenance administrator at a medium-sized company in Avenel.  I learned about this position through a former supplier who advised me that his customer was looking for someone with a maintenance purchasing background.  So I am another classic story of landing a job through networking.  Although NhN in Cranford is newly formed, I have found the support of this group extraordinary.  Mary Rapolas is doing a such a great job as facilitator.  I am considering being a co-facilitator with her, as I think it is very important to give back.
Success # 112 – (4-15-12) - Tim from Hawthorne group said, “I am happy to report that my job search has landed me not only into a new job title but a new job field, as well. This is my third week at ComForcare LLC and it is nothing short of wonderful. The entire group at NhN Hawthorne was helpful and caring and I  felt most connected with Paula Tutein and Mike Yelle, the two 
 facilitators of the meetings I attended on Tuesday nights. The  caring support they showed to each member made it easy for  veteran attendees and first-timers to be engaged and feel valued. Since first attending back in January I have recommended friends  and colleagues to attend their local NhN meetings. Thank you for taking the risk and stepping out last year to make a very positive difference for countless people...like me. 
Success # 113 – Karen  NhN Hawthorne said “After over 13 months of being unemployed I was just offered a temp to perm position, starting on Monday as an HR Coordinator. I would like to thank the NHN Group at Hawthorne for all their support.” 
Success # 114 –Derek –(5-21-12)  from Cranford NhN
Success # 115 – Catherine – Bergenfield said. “Just wanted to let you know that I started a permanent position yesterday in the private banking division of IDB Bank of New York (Israel Discount Bank). .  I  will be managing the new office they will be opening soon in New Jersey.  I'd like to express my sincere appreciation for everything you and the members of NhN have done. Thanks to all the members of the Bergenfield group for their support and idea sharing that helped enormously.  If I  learn of any opportunities that  might be of interest, I will certainly pass the information along.
Success # 116 – Tony attended Emerson and said. ” This is just another success story attributable, in part, to Neighbors helping Neighbors.  I'd like to thank you and the folks at the Emerson NhN group for all that you do.  NhN is a valuable resource and wonderful service to those folks who are in transition or simply underemployed.  Although I only attended 2 meetings before landing a job I wished I had joined NhN earlier in my search. In the short time I was involved with your organization my experiences were all positive. Being in the sales profession, it is very true when they say "it's a numbers game."  Looking for a job may be a challenge in these tough economic times but with the support and help I received from NhN it made my search that much easier.  
Success # 117 – Jim attended Ridgewood NhN meetings and said, “
I've been consulting at a Pharma agency in Parsippany since January and they are moving towards making me permanent!  For a while, I wasn't sure what were their intentions, but things are moving along.  I should be on-boarded on July 31 and get all my benefits 30 days later.

I also had the privilege of turning away a company that discriminated against me last year when I wasn't working.  The recruiter at the time made up all kinds of outlandish requirements to disqualify me.  Now they are desperate for developers and pleaded with me to interview, but I told them that I'm not interested.  Thanks for all your help and support. 
Success # 118 – Keith from NhN Fair Lawn said, “I am happy to report that I have accepted a job offer to be the Director of Technical Support for DVTel, a high-end video surveillance manufacturer in Ridgefield Park. They are experiencing tremendous growth with an innovative product line in an ever evolving industry. I am excited about the personal and professional growth this position will provide me, and even more excited about what going back to work will do for my family (and for my sanity). My start date is June 18th.

I could not have gotten by without the support and accountability my new friends in the Fair Lawn NhN group provided. A true pay-it-forward model, one that I plan on continuing to support and be involved with as an NhN blogger and, perhaps, as a future guest speaker (I have a ton of appropriate training content that I'd be willing to share if the need arises). John, I've said this before, but it's worth saying again: You're a great man and have done a great thing with NhN. If your world isn't already filled with good karma, it will be soon and will be filled for years to come.

In case you are wondering, this position was brought to my attention by a recruiter based in Atlanta who found me on LinkedIn. So my success story is directly attributed to my social media activity. Building a strong Linked profile, posting/sharing on LinkedIn & Twitter, building my network, and being consistent in my efforts. At the end of my job search, I was in discussions with three different companies. It felt pretty darn good being in the driver's seat!!!  
Success # 119 – Robert from NhN Emerson said, “I have accepted a contract position as a project engineer through McKeon Grano for Stepan in Maywood.  I was being selective in my search because most jobs in my field require extensive travel and I no longer wanted to that at this point in my career.  The assignment will be for up to 2 years. Although I did not get the lead through NhN, but other personal networking, I would like to thank you and the people who attend the Emerson NhN group for their support and suggestions.  NhN is a great resource for all those looking for employment. I will continue to review your e-mails for positions that are applicable to people I know and also continue to recommend others to join.  I will also recommend NhN members for positions that are applicable.
Success # 120 – John from NhN Emerson said,” Just wanted to let you know that I did get the job offer I was waiting on and starter this past Monday. Thank you for the support,
Success # 121 –Paul attended NhN Englewood and said, “I am pleased to report that I have accepted a position as an Applications Development Group Manager for Citi.  I would like to thank the facilitators and members of CIT, MIS, Hackensack PSG, TENG-NJ, TENG-NY, Breakfast Club of NJ and Neighbors-Helping-Neighbors groups for their tremendous support throughout my transition.  The plentiful advise, peer support and camaraderie were instrumental in staying on course in my job search.  I appreciate the opportunity to meet and become friends with so many fine, high quality people.
Success # 122 – Cheryl from Ridgewood said,” Dear John, I am pleased to announce that I have accepted the position of Procurement Purchasing Agent with Toys R Us. Tomorrow will be the start of my third week.. This week I will be at the Ridgewood meeting to share my news with the others that I have gotten to know over the last 7 months. There are not enough words in the dictionary for me to describe what Neighbors Helping Neighbors has meant and done for me. It was so helpful in my job search in so many ways as well as me personally. For such a long time I thought I was alone in this grueling job market, but we all know that is not true. What you have done with this organization is truly amazing; Your personal dedication is beyond words. I also want to thank Jacque Weiss who has been there for me through my personal tragedy this year as well as getting me involved with NHN. I will continue to be active in NHN and after a few months on my new position I would like to be a moderator for one of your meetings in Bergen County if possible. I want to assist in helping others on their job search or anything else they may need so they can too can write their success story!! Thank You so much for your support and caring, 
Success # 123 - Jeff from Ridgewood NhN said,” I am now gainfully employed! I began my new fulltime position on May 31 as the IT Support & Training Coordinator at The Salvation Army in West Nyack, NY. I will initially be training and supporting Salvation Army thrift store associates on using the new cash register/point of sale system being installed in the northeast territory (about 250 thrift stores from Kentucky to Maine). It is exciting and challenging and the organization is excellent! My great fortune is still sinking in, and with each day on the "inside" again, I regain more of the life balance sacrificed from a year and a half on the "outside." 

 

As we all know, being on the “outside” can be traumatic and fraught with difficulties we are not always prepared to take head on. Neighbors helping neighbors is a God-send to those on this roller-coaster ride. Without the support I received from the Ridgewood group, beginning October 2011, I do not think I would have endured as long as I did. We sometimes literally drag ourselves to the Ridgewood library on Thursday night and share our highs and lows and manage to support and "push" each other, with the right and necessary measure of laughter at ourselves and our situations. We need that more than we realize sometimes.

 

A most sincere thank you goes out to John Fugazzie for his heart and his courage to begin this group. I think the name of the group sums up the impetus for the efforts of all involved. In addition to John for overall kudos, Jacque Weiss who leads the Ridgewood group deserves much praise for how she professionally engages our interaction. Her candor, empathy and focus on being uplifting makes such a difference to all participants in our weekly gatherings.

 

Thank you to all for your support, input and suggestions. Yes, I'm moving on, but no - I will not forget the input from NhN. I know of a great group of candidates to approach when I hear of opportunities through The Salvation Army or otherwise. I will continue to evangelize for NhN. All the best to all.

Success # 124 – Diane from NhN Ridgewood meetings said, “I just want you to know that for the past few weeks, I've been working at my former employer, TD Bank in a contract position. However, I expect to be hired in the near future.  I would like to thank you for creating and leading NHN and for devoting so much time and energy to helping people. The support and camaraderie that NHN provides to its members is invaluable and greatly helped me. 

I also want to send a big thank you to Jacque Weiss for doing such a wonderful job leading the Ridgewood NHN and giving us excellent advice every week. Best of luck to everyone. I will keep in through Ridgewood NHN.



Success # 125 – Carla from Waldwick NhN



Success # 126 – Linda from NhN Westwood said’” I wanted to thank you for organizing such a cohesive and caring group!!! I went to 3 meetings and i must say I have been helped out tremendously in such a brief period of time.  Special thanks to Victoria Sonshine Pasher who looked over my resume and made some helpful suggestions.  She also encouraged me to look into the insurance business and other avenues besides auto insurance.

I'm just so grateful that my eyes and ears were open to take the suggestions of the group and my cousin who has been in the insurance business for many years.  Two months ago I was trying to figure out what I wanted to be when I grew up.  In an instant; life can change.  I will keep your members in my thoughts and prayers and, once again, I am so grateful to have come upon NHN.           I have been recommending it to people I have come across that are in job transitions.



Success # 127 – Sarah from NhN Mahwah said,” Thank you for starting Neighbors helping Neighbors. I started a new job on 6/11/12 which I wouldn't have gotten without the help of Neighbors helping Neighbors. I was welcomed at my first meeting on 4/26/12 at the Mahwah library which you gave an inspiring speech. I had paid for resume advice thru Careerbuilder and Indeed but the free advice from Barbara Brandes arranged by Neighbors helping Neighbors was much more valuable.  I want to serve your wonderful organization and play it forward so please continue to send other emails to me and I will continue to attend meetings. I am very grateful for Neighbors helping Neighbors. 



Success # 128 – Robert NhN River Edge said, “I just accepted a position yesterday at and old company i used to work at, DialAmerica, for an Account Management position. I start on July 2nd!

I can't begin to thank you enough for the tremendous job you've done putting together and supporting Neighbors Helping Neighbors through not only your own job search but for well over a year after you landed. You could have just as easily passed the torch or given up on the concept and many of us, myself included, would not have benefited from this wonderful peer to peer/pay it forward model. I like to think I've gotten something from every meeting I attended in River Edge, Fair Lawn and Hawthorne over the last year. I've certainly gotten more than I have could have imagined, and I am eternally thankful for that.

I'd particularly like to thank many of the people from Hawthorne for their help prepping for my last few interviews: Paula Tutein, James Cosenza and Michael Yelle for their face to face input and Keith Cottrell, James and Michael for their input via the LinkedIn group, your input sharpened my interviewing skills enough for me to get the job. When things settle down, I'd like to continue to contribute in one form or another, and will be happy to help anyway I can!


Success # 129 – Nicole from NhN Ridgewood said, ”As I've mentioned in previous emails, after my layoff from an ad agency in March, it was my intention to pursue a freelance copywriting career rather than going on staff again. Three days after I lost my job, I landed a 2-month freelance assignment that ended in May. Since then, I spent the past month taking courses in PowerPoint and Excel at the Ridgewood Library (with the NhN discount), a certification course in WordPress at BCC, and doing online tutorials to improve my PowerPoint, Excel, and digital marketing skills. I began networking to find my next freelance gig, landed a small project via Elance, and went back on unemployment in the meantime.

Today I got an email out of the blue about an onsite freelance opportunity at an ad agency in NYC, reporting to a friend who was once my subordinate. Ironically, I was in NYC interviewing for a different freelance opportunity when the email came in (when it rains it pours!) I called there, offering to come in for an interview before hopping the bus back to Fair Lawn, but was told NO INTERVIEW IS NECESSARY because they already knew they wanted me. I have accepted the offer to work there for what looks to be the entire summer. This is an exciting offer because I've wanted to work at this ad agency in the past, came close to accepting an offer there years ago, but was persuaded to stay at my last place and passed up what might have been a good thing.

Although I had reservations about considering my last freelance assignment a "NhN success" (and I was right, because the place was pretty awful), I think this upcoming opportunity is a definite success. I am starting Monday and very excited.

Thanks for the support this group has brought me. I've met some amazingly helpful people who helped guide me towards getting the right training and doing what was necessary to network. 


Success # 130 – Jian Yong from NhN Mendham Twp. said, “ I just want you to know that I got an offer of Instructor in Rush University, Chicago IL and will start work next month.  Thank you for creating and leading NhN, and devoting so much time and energy in helping members.  I also thank you, Nancy Murray for doing such a wonderful job leading the Mendham NHN and giving us excellent advice every week.  If you and our members of NhN have chance to be Chicago, please let me know and I will show you around. 



Success # 131 – Nancy who has been our facilitator in NhN Mendham Twp since we started meetings there, she said, “ I start a 6 month contract with AT&T on Monday as a collateral writer.  It will be full time working from home, so it is ideal for me (and my dogs). I will continue leading the sessions in Mendham on Monday nights.

Thanks for forming the group.  Leading the Mendham Twp sessions helped keep me focused even when I felt like giving up.  This is my third attempt to get this kind of contract with AT&T (my former employer),  I came close before, but this time it worked.

I think the message is to persevere.  If you have a target company and type of job, keep going after it even if you are rejected initially .There are a lot of applicants for each job, so each of us has to be more resilient and tenacious than in normal times.  

PS NhN helped her son also land a job  he was NhN success #70  now making 3 families with 2 NhN successes

Success # 132 – John from NhN Cedar Grove - John did a lot of networking and had a few opportunities in the works. He took a position with a North Carolina company working for them in NY.



Success # 133 – Greg from NhN Hasbrouck Heights said, “I wanted to let you know that I landed a job. I started this past Monday, June 18th. I appreciate all of the support and information that I received from Neighbors Helping Neighbors for the few short weeks I attended meetings. I've already turned a few people on to NHN. Keep up the good work.  



Success # 134 – Diane from NhN Cedar Grove meeting said, “As I start my new position as Accounting Manager on Monday, I am writing to first say thank you to all the incredible empowered individuals that I have met through this NhN organization. Although I was only participating for a short time I know that the support, wisdom and camaraderie  was most appreciated, as it was at a time that I needed to be connected to others experiencing the same journey. The Cedar Grove NhN group facilitated by Stewart Linder has been, and will continue to be for me going forward a place where individuals are honestly open to ideas and respectful of each other. My participation in the group doesn’t end because I landed, it only provides additional resources & connections this new road provides.    Thank you John for seeing an issue and mobilizing this effort.” 


Success # 135 – Michele  from NhN River Edge and Hasbrouck Hts. NhN said, “ I have accepted a position with the New York City Bikeshare Program. The program is sponsored by Citigroup, endorsed by the NYC Department of Transportation and will be managed by Alta BicycleShare. I will be the Director of Operations for Altabike. I am very grateful for NHN, especially the wonderful people at the River Edge and Hasbrouck Heights meetings. I really enjoy the discussions and everyone is so encouraging, even when it's hard to be. I hope that once I get settled in, I will be able to make the Thursday meetings. Thanks so much.  


Success # 136 – Donna from NhN Cranford has been attending the Cranford meetings since they started. After over 15 months, she has landed. Donna has accepted the full time permanent position of Office Assistant for an oil tank removal company in Roselle. Our group wishes her lots of success in her new role!


Success # 137 - Joe  from NhN Cranford said, “I have been meaning to tell you but I recently accepted an internship at Panasonic! I am doing great and quite busy thus far!

Just wanted to thank you and NhN for giving me the continued confidence and support to keep giving it your all!

 Any of your members are welcome to contact me to do business! I am eager to get my feet wet and teach others the great tools of social media and how to better use it!    Thanks again!”.


Success # 138 - Jim from NhN River Edge said, “I landed a job testing software in Pearl River ! Start date is not set in stone yet, but it looks like 7/9”.



Success # 139  - Debra from NhN River Edge and facilitator of Oradell NhN said, “I am happy to report  that I landed a consulting job with a non-profit group in Maplewood, NJ helping with a major event in November. I will start in a few weeks part-time and will be full-time in Sept until the event in November. This has great potential as they are trying to develop other events as they grow so we shall see what happens. What is exciting about this opportunity is that it has allows me to do things independently like writing agreements, etc that I would not normally do working for a company as I have for over 30 years. I am excited about the challenge and it will be fun working for myself and not someone else. My involvement with NHN has been most influential not because of where I was but what I became and the confidence that I knew I could get a job and to never give up. The people that I have met through NHN has been wonderful and I will continue to give it my all when I can. The good news is that I can still work on the picnic but may need a bit more help and we will have a great time and continue to help those that will also be successes as well!  Thanks John for what you have done and I know this group will continue to thrive and help people get back to work!


Success # 140 –Mary Ellen our facilitator from Fair Lawn NhN said, “We have a new success for the Fair Lawn NHN..... I have landed a position with a national consulting company based in Parsippany NJ. I will start in August once I return from a family vacation. I was able to get the position as a direct result of networking and then proving myself during the interviews. I am grateful to those at NhN who have helped get me motivated to start my search as well as keeping me going. Having the positive support each week is key to keep going! Thank you for all the that you have done for getting NhN up and running (successfully)


Success # 141 – Renee from NhN River Edge said, “have some fantastic news to share.  I just wanted you to know I have accepted an Administrative Assistant position working for the Senior Vice President, Supply Chain at the Vitamin Shoppe Corporate office in North Bergen, NJ.  Thanks to my husband, Marc who convinced me to come to NhN I was hooked after attending just one meeting.  After 7 long months of looking all the networking finally paid off.  I couldn't have done it without the support from the River Edge group and of course you who started NhN.  Everyone at the group looks out the each other and we really have become very close.  I am hoping to continue coming the the Thursday evening meetings in River Edge and continue giving support to the members.  Please keep me on the email list as I would like to continue to be kept in the loop. Thank you all from the bottom of my heart.


Success # 142 ( 7-2-12) - Evan of Hawthorne and Ridgewood NhN said, “After sixteen arduous and stressful months of unemployment and uncertainty, I am delighted to announce that I have finally landed a position as a Financial Advisor with Prudential Financial.  With only two months of state unemployment insurance remaining for me, this news came as a huge relief to me and my family.        I want to thank the entire Neighbors Helping Neighbors organization for "being there" for me during some of the most difficult and challenging times that I had ever faced in my life.  I truly could not have done it without them!
 
NhN has not only provided me with job search training, camaraderie and friendship, but it has also helped me discover a source of inspiration, inner strength and skills of which I was previously unaware.  

Although my job landing will likely take some of my time away from Neighbors –helping-Neighbors, you can rest assured that I am still planning to attend weekly meetings so that I can continue to assist others who are still looking for work, those who are seeking career guidance, and perhaps those who are hoping to find a friend who has “been there” and is willing to listen.


Success # 143  - Cindy from NhN River Edge was also our success # 40 when she landed here at A&P. She landed in A&P in January and was part of a cutback about a month ago.

Congrats to Cindy becoming one of our two time success stories.

She has now re-landed with Verizon and becomes just another example to all of us that with today's economy you might have to look for jobs more frequently than any of us would like, but it is a harsh reality of the new economy we are living in.

While we would love to think someday we would close down NhN due to all our of members having jobs and no one needing our great weekly support groups, this will most likely never happen and we are committed to build our organization to be always here for our members and our future members.


Success # 144 (7-9-12) – Doug of Oradell and NhN River Edge  meetings said,” I wanted to let you know that, on Monday, I started a full time job with Bloomberg LP in New York City.   Getting to this point was not easy. When I lost my prior job at the end of 2011, I was pretty down and not sure what steps to take to move forward.  The support and guidance of the people in NHN were instrumental both in uplifting my spirits and in making my search more effective.  The cameraderie with others in my position was very helpful - only they understand what it's like to be unemployed and disheartened. The tips on the use of social media were very useful, and the many job leads I received from fellow members kept me positive and believing that I would eventually find something if I kept at it.  Although this job did not come directly from an NHN referral, I have no doubt that my participation with NHN put me in a position to land it.   Thank you for all that you do to help others through NHN!



Success # 145 – MG of NhN Ridgewood requested not to be identified.



Success # 146 – (7-17-12) - Mary Pat of NhN Ridgewood said,” I'm so excited! I've been offered a job at Whole Foods which was at the top of my target list. I can't wait. Besides being "One of the Top 10 Best Places to Work," for the past 10 consecutive years, Whole Foods offers an incredible Management Training Program which is one of several options I have.  After a two day orientation, I'll be in the Floral department to start.  

I would not have gotten this offer if it weren't for the tremendous help of Neighbors helping Neighbors. That includes you, our tireless and fearless leader; Jacque Weiss, our awesome Ridgewood group leader;  the talented and caring job coach Cynthia Clark, who you introduced to NhN and all the supportive members especially at the NhN Ridgewood. Being out of work for over a year, I was getting really discouraged. I wondered if I'd ever get a job. But NhN  was there all along believing in me and encouraging me especially when my self confidence was at its lowest.

One of the most powerful job search strategies I received from NhN was to network at the companies where I wanted to work. Over and over, it was stressed to network to find connections and to not send out a cover letter and resume without a name attached to it. This is also the same advice strongly recommended by Ed Mc Cabe and his wonderful team of volunteers at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Career Resources Ministry. My job offer came about through networking. After identifying the top companies where I wanted to work and where I felt would be a good fit, I got in touch with several people I knew at Whole Foods. They each offered to put in a good word for me and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Words can't express how grateful I am to you and to the members of NhN. You were my life-savers! 



Success # 147 –(7.25.12) - JoAnn from Oakland, Ringwood, Wanaque NhN said, “ Just wanted to let you know that I was approved to fill the position of part time General Secretary for the Building/Grounds & Transportation Department at Ringwood Board of Education.  I enjoyed working as a facilitator with you and NhN especially starting up the first daytime meetings in Ringwood & Oakland.  Even though I will be working I will continue to be available to NhN and to help and be of assistance to the group and it's members.



Success # 148 –(7.27.12)  – Annemarie from Oakland said, “I am currently attempting to build business, I was a part of the Oakland NhN chapter held at the library. I chose real estate because of my background in mortgage lending (and because I had my license many years ago).  I have strong ties within the community and I am taking advantage of volunteering opportunities that will benefit my town and in return, hopefully benefit my real estate business.   I was recently appointed a member of Oakland's Public Events Committee.  I think volunteering is critical to networking.


Success # 149 - CJ of Oakland story to follow



Success # 150 – (7.28.12) Grace of NhN Dumont and others  said,” "And if I may share with you the following story of "when you least expect it." I'll start from the end...I got the job! The beginning started like this. I attended the Dumont Neighbors Helping Neighbors meetings headed by Jill Florio (great lady with a strong positive attitude who helped me get through the rough days). Last month she sent me a reminder to call United Water to register for their upcoming job fair. However when I called, I was informed that the job fair was being postponed because of a lack of interest and would be rescheduled for the fall. The women took my name and email address for future use and I thought that was it for now. That weekend I received an email requesting my resume. On Sunday I was left a message to call and arrange for an interview. By Tuesday I had a job. It turns out that the person at United Water was helping out and her office needed the administrator. If it wasn't for Jill's reminder this opportunity would have passed me by.



Success # 151 – (8.3.12) Lynden from Oradell NhN group said, “It has finally happen after almost a year I will start a new job next week. I would like to thank all my NHN buddies who helped me thru a tough time. All their positive reinforcement kept me going. Thanks to all, I will be a project superintendent for a construction company out of Mt. Arlington NJ. It was thru networking that got me in the door. After the NhN picnic I got motivated to start reaching out for people and made some calls. Its true not what you know but who you know. 



Success # 152 – Wanted to remain completely confidential



Success # 153 – Jim from Ringwood and Oakland NhN group facilitator landed a temp to perm job.



Success # 154 - Ahuva from Cranford and Lake Hiawatha said,” It was the warmth and support of the group and their understanding how hard it is to find a job in today’s economy. I did land a job in a local preschool in Hillside New Jersey. I will be an assistant teacher for the 2 year old class or the 3 year old class. I really appreciate the support from the group. My advice is never give up hope and continue to search but you should keep a list of companies or how far you are willing to go for a job because if you are to open about looking for a job and just looking anywhere then you will be spending your whole day looking for work and you may end up applying for a job that you really do not want but are applying and hopefully landing the interview and then hopefully landing the job and it is not something you wanted but you settled because you are getting discouraged so you should just stay positive and something will eventually come up and hopefully it will be a job that you have for a long time.”


Success # 155 – Audrey from Ridgewood NhN said, “just wanted to tell you I landed! I will be working as Sales Administrator for Energizer Personal Care in the Emerging Brands group. My official start date is Monday, August 20th. I attended NHN Ridgewood and really enjoyed the supportive atmosphere the group provided. I think NHN is a great organization, met some wonderful people, made some great friends and would like to stay connected and help in anyway I can.


Success # 156 – Deb from Ringwood, Oakland and Lake Hiawatha NhN said, “ I have taken an Outside Sales position with a Uniform Co.    It was a pleasure to have attended NhN in Ringwood, Oakland and Lk.Hiawatha .The advice, support and guidance were invaluable during my transition. I learned that yesterdays defeat are just that , yesterday ....so move on ! It did wonders for me.

 Continue your GREAT work !!!

Success # 157 – Fran the founder of Rockland Job Network has landed a job with NYS department of labor. She said, “Dear Rockland Job Network, Neighbors-helping-Neighbors, JSWT, BCNC, W-4-W, and WNO, and Many Others,  This for me is a bittersweet yet happy note.  I have accepted a position with the New York State Department of Labor as a Labor Services Representative.  My starting date is August 28.  I am really, really looking forward to my brand new career but I want you to know that my heart is with you all.  This is a great big THANK YOU!!! for all that you have given to me.  Without your willingness to support and care about me and others I would not be here with this offer for a new career in a field that I love.  So many people have mentored and helped me along the way.  The things that I have learned from my interactions with you all are what I will take with me to my new job.    To care, support, teach, mentor, listen, act, share, cajole, create, coach, network, believe in yourself, to be positive, grateful and enthusiastic…the list goes on and on.   For those still looking…it was networking (and new friendships), commitment to others, a focus on the future, staying positive and putting the time in that got me here.  I know that it will get you there too.  Go where your heart leads you.   Don’t give up!  Let me know about your good news too, or if you need some help, call or email.  I am here to “Pay-it-Forward.”  Either way-- I will be waiting to hear from you.   



Success # 158 – Mary from NhN Waldwick said, “Thanks to a friend I got a part-time job at the new DSW opening at Interstate where Borders was in Ramsey. It might lead to full-time down the road and benefits.  I just wanted to thank the group for the courage to keep trying and to spread the word that they are opening and still hiring if anyone is interested. “



Success # 159 – Juliet from NhN River Edge was success # 46 now has landed a job again she said,”



Success # 160 – Ron from NhN Cedar Grove and the 10 success from Cedar Grove said, “want to thank Stewart and the great Group of CG neighbors who have helped me and others.

 

Thankfully, I restarted another temporary consulting assignment at TD Bank in Private Banking in NYC and Mahwah, NJ. They had me do AML and Enhanced Due Diligence procedure Technical Writing for 2 mos. (Started as only 4 weeks) before, and now I have a 3-mos. gig helping them do a Quality Review/audit on their new EDD Questionnaire for High Risk accounts. I found it thru a Randstad recruiter who found my resume online.

 

The whole concept of the NhN is great and I encourage all my friends and colleagues to join.

Stewart does a really good job keeping everyone Positive, engaged and running interesting meetings.

My thanks to him and to all.



Success # 161 - MaryJean from NhN Ringwood.



Success # 162 – (8.24.12) - Ted from Waldwick NhN, said,” I just wanted to let you know that today I started a temporary job as the general manager of a Halloween City store in Hawthorne. I worked for the company last year as a sales associate. The regional manager asked last years district manager if there were any people that he could recommend to run any of the stores for this season and he recommended me. I have kept in touch with last years regional manager through LinkedIn and private email. Without being in contact using these tools available to us I would not have had this opportunity. Granted this is only a temporary position but it is a job and has potential. Halloween City is owned by Party City. It is not unusual for Party City to offer permanent jobs to some of the temporary employees. I have been told that the Hawthorne store is slated to become a Party City store after the Halloween season opening up the real possibility that I will be kept on. For me personally this is a total career change form what I have been doing. Many of my skills are transferable and have led me to what may be a fresh start in a new direction. Thank you John for starting and maintaining NhN and for the support given me by my fellow members in Waldwick.


Success # 163 – Lynn from NhN River Edge – said,” I enjoyed the meeting in River Edge and was planning to come to more NHN meetings in September when my daughter goes back to college. I knew it was time for me to start looking for a job, I have been home with my kids and helping my husband with his bookkeeping, I have been a bookkeeper for 32 years. Anyway, my friend and landscaper, Wade, told me about a customer of his in Mahwah who was looking for a bookkeeper. I called this man, he asked me to come in that afternoon for an interview. Well, I had not been to an interview in 25 years, and I quickly threw a resume together. One of the personal things that I put in it was "I am friendly, cheerful, and I get along well with others." I really believe that got me the job! It is a great place to work, I am well paid, and in three months I will receive full health and dental benefits paid by the company for me and my family. I did not pass up a golden opportunity. I did receive good advice about interviews at your River Edge meeting. Thank you for all the great work you have done. You have me and so very many people.


Success # 164 –confidential  – Cedar Grove NhN member
Success # 165 – confidential  – Cedar Grove NhN member
Success # 166 – David from Ridgewood NhN 
Success # 167 – Adaliana of Maplewood NhN said, “I went to my first NHN in Maplewood and met a lovely young woman named Tara and 2 Gentleman Bill Steinhauer and Michael Dollinger.  After speaking with them Tara and Michael suggested that I open an account with LinkedIn.  I immediately came home and opened an account and was impressed that LinkedIn was connected to various businesses that had postings for employment.  I sent out my resume to various businesses and was able to interview with some.  I applied with the Livingston School District and received a phone call shortly after.  I went and interviewed shortly thereafter I was called in for a second interview and then called the following week with the wonderful news that I was hired =)  

I hope this helps other people that are looking for employment.  Please don't give up hope!  There is something out there for everyone!  Happy job searching!



Success # 168 – Edward from NhN Ridgewood said,” Wanted to let you know that I just accepted an offer for a new job at Toy R Us. NhN is a great concept and I found the meetings I added informative and worthwhile. I hope to pay it forward very soon. 

Success # 169 – Diane from Cedar Grove NhN said, “Dear Stewart, I wanted to thank you for your help, positive attitude and your concern for all the members at the Cedar Grove meeting.  After 16 months unemployed, I started a full time job last week and I'm doing what I wanted to do, a new SAP implementation. Best wishes and success to you and all who are still in transition.  Keep sending me your  daily quotes, I look forward to reading them!  
Success # 170 – Cynthia from Bucks County said, “I started today at MediMedia Managed Markets, Sr. Program Manager.  it’s a different division than I was in and they are doing very well.  I heard my old division laid off 30 people last week!  So, this job is ok – not as much technology as I’d like but more advertising agency process which will be good for my background. I’ll let you know how it goes.  

Thank you for helping me through some tough times.  It is too bad that we didn’t get to develop a site in PA.   John – you helped immensely by being available to listen and help sort out the confusion.  Thank you for the generous time you gave to me.  You deserve only good times.  Please stay in touch and let me know if there’s anything I can do for you or Neighbors-helping-Neighbors.
Success # 171 – Karin from Cedar Grove (14) said, “.  I was on an interview today and was hired by Acorn Office Products full time. I start tomorrow. I reached out to people I knew in the office supply industry which was one of your suggestions at the meeting I attended. I also sent my resume to office supply companies I found in North Jersey on the internet  and gave detailed information about the companies I worked for and the different computer systems I had experience using.    Thanks again for your help.

Success # 172 –(9-5-12) Barbara from  NhN said, “Hi John: you and the group were extremely helpful to me in my recent job search. And I have since landed at SunGard where I started my new job yesterday. I use LinkedIn to keep track of my professional network, and would like to add you. 
Success # 173 –John who is our new facilitator for our Warren Co group he said,

"I had a good meeting and a few new people showed up listed below. I am keeping a list of all these. I honestly love running the meetings.

I have sort of landed 2 jobs recently. The first one is a school bus driver which is obviously not what I am looking for, but I have had a friend of mine who is the head of the district office, and kept asking me to do this since the beginning of summer. The second one is my dream job, but not at my dream company, as an IT Business Analyst and that job I finally signed the contract for on Weds. I will stay on as a bus driver for a couple of months to fullfill my commitment which doesn't matter because I have to train and will not get a project to work on from the new company for a couple of months anyway. I guess you can list me as an NhN Job Landed person, although I don't quite attribute landing these jobs to any contacts or info thru NhN since I am so new, but maybe it's more like a reward from God for trying to help others thru being an NhN volunteer.

I happen to know that First Student (the school bus co.) http://www.firststudentinc.com/ is always looking to hire people with a good driving record. Here in my area they are going crazy right now because they don't have enough people. The pay is ok and it leaves you flexible to do other things especially if you have kids, and you get unemployment for the winter and summer breaks. They are the largest in the country and are all over with about 1500 school districts. You may want to list it on the website. Let me know if you want the details.


Success # 174 -Geraldine from Mahwah NhN said, "Good news, I finally got a job and it's on a contract for the school year & I love it."



Success # 175 - Mike from River Edge NhN said he has a consulting job that with some work this should turn into a permanent position at a financial start up in NYC.



Success # 176 – Jeff from NhN Waldwick said, “The Waldwick NhN group is terrific!  I've been attending the Waldwick meetings since the October 17, 2011 inaugural meeting.  The people are wonderful and characterized by friendly, positive energy.  The advice, guidance and feedback of our members is extremely worthwhile.  I'm writing to say thank you.  Now, I have some exciting news!  I've been offered and accepted full time, permanent employment in my profession.  Let me close by wishing everyone lots of good luck!  “



Success # 177 – Ann from Cedar Grove NhN, Ann is the 15th success from this program. Ann said, "Stewart Thanks! I am no longer temping for Robert Half; I am now permanent with ECLC. Thanks for all of your help and Positivity! You are doing a Great job! Good Luck!


Success # 178 – Kevin from Ridgewood NhN



Success # 179 – Jorge from NhN LinkedIn group said, “I am working with Shelf Tech and have been since next week. Thank you so much for your help and introduction.”



Success # 180 – (9-26-12) Denise from NhN Cedar Grove said, “I just wanted you to know that I started a new job last week. It’s a contract position as a marketing communications manager for a growing healthcare products company. I will try to make it back one of these Thursdays although it’s a bit tough with my schedule now that school is back in session. (16th Success for Cedar Grove)


Success # 181- Tara from NhN Wayne is the first success story from the new program she said,” Landed a position today!  so excited. Thank you for your help!



Success # 182 – Carol from NhN Mendham Twp. 


Success # 183 – Kathleen from Monmouth she was our first facilitator leader who helped Nhn get our Monmouth County program going and we had amazing growth unprecedented from our experience, she helped me find additional facilitators meetings we split sessions and added 2 additional libraries to handle the number of members we had coming out. Kathleen said, “"After a six month search and the support of NhN, I am now employed full time for the first time in 21 years as an assistant resident manager for ARC of Monmouth.  I would never take back all of the years I spent raising children and many part time jobs.  I just became wiser and added more transferable skills to my skill set. I am completely enjoying working with the intellectually and developmentally disabled adults in their home.   It turns out that I am good at cooking for twelve, doctor visits, shopping, and making a house into a home.  I must thank NhN for giving me the confidence to explore my past experiences to flush out that I am an advocate for others and that skill can be used not only for the environment but also for individuals.  It is not easy to have patience and see the possible consequences or dangers ahead.  Practicing my elevator speech over and over has given me the insight to see how the two careers blend.  The best part about my new job is that I can continue to pursue Geographic Information Systems on my days off with classes and volunteering. Thank you NhN." 

________________________________________

Success # 184 – Herman from Colts Neck, Middletown, and Monmouth NhN found a job with the EPA in Edison as a Lead (Pb) Inspector said, ” Job hunting sources provide reams information on resumes, cover letters, thank you letters and interviewing from any angle and in any style you can imagine. What is not covered on most of these web sites is how to deal with the isolation of being on your own in your job hunt.  Groups like NhN provide the human contact we need and the ability to practice our pitch in a non-judgmental environment. As social animals, we need to have this human interaction for us to realize that we are not alone and that we are not fatally flawed.  I wish to thank the leaders of these networking and support groups for their time and effort and to the members of the group still in the hunt, I wish to thank them for their fellowship and advice, but you need to keep going, if not for yourself, for the new members who need your continued support.

________________________________________
Success # 185 – Jane from Fairlawn, River Edge NhN said. "I have landed a part-time position with Clinique cosmetics at Macy's at the Garden State Plaza; I thank you and NHN for all the support this past year and a half; I have met some really wonderful people at the various NHN meetings who also gave me encouragement as well as friendship, in my search for employment. 

________________________________________
Success # 186 – NhN Success # 186 Jim Duffy facilitator from NhN Middletown, said,” I HAVE LANDED! I have a landed a consulting position with a consumer services company in Jersey City. I got the position through networking. A fellow networker remembered my pitch and had an opportunity that was a great fit. It pays to network! PS - I brought the donuts to CIT.

What was supposed to be a part time role has already developed into a 5 day per week - 10-12 hours a day role. As such I need someone to take over lead facilitator duties at Middletown. In addition someone needs to step up Wednesday night to introduce Vicki Gaddy who will be speaking at Middletown Wed. Oct. 24th at 7:00 pm. I have not been getting home before 8 since I started. 

I thank you all for your support and friendship. I will keep networking when I can. Lets always be connected. Alyssa - Thanks so much for your help.

________________________________________
Success # 187 – (10-23-12) – Gary from Monmouth Co NhN’s said, “After losing my job (as a result of a reorganization) earlier this year, I learned about (and joined) several networking groups: NHN, CIT, NJ Breakfast Club, NJSENG, Monmouth Networking Group.

Though I had outplacement services at Lee Hecht Harrison, I felt that support and camaraderie offered by all these groups kept my spirits high, and increased my motivation to job search. I applied to several target firms and sought out my networking colleagues for contacts at these firms.

One of the target firms was Broadridge Financial, and I applied for two positions and didn't receive any callbacks. At the end of August, a colleague that I requested contacts at Broadridge in June, told me about a consultant opportunity, but which required my subject matter expert knowledge in Cost Basis. He was hesitant to tell me about the job, since it was a lower level than I had previously worked at. I told him I was interested, and the rest was history: a 30 minute telephone interview with Broadridge and I was hired, just had to wait a week for a background check.

I continue to network, since all positions are temporary and I hope to have the opportunity to help others.
________________________________________

Success # 188 – (10-26-12) - Mike from Cranford NhN said, “ I'll be starting a new position on Monday in my field of charitable fundraising, at a school in North Jersey. Thank you to all of the wonderful folks at NhN...Mary Rapolas and the gang at the NhN Cranford, fellow facilitators, and especially you for founding and leading this organization. I expect to remain involved at NhN Cranford and with NhN fundraising efforts.” 

________________________________________

Success # 189 – (10-26-12)-Craig from River Edge NhN who was also success #10 said, “I start at Wakefern on Monday in Location Research. I only attended one meeting since I have been back, but it is not like the knowledge you gain from a group like that is forgotten! Although I was one of the early NHN Success Stories in mid 2011, the volatile nature of the Supermarket Industry threw me right back into unemployment this past summer.  I had immediately returned from Greenville, South Carolina to begin yet another job search.  My determination and persistence paid off when my most recent unemployment period only lasted 4 months.  This was due in part to the tips and encouragement I received by attending NHN meetings.  A special thanks to you and all of the other members who contribute so much and share their experiences and knowledge.”
And Craig’s sister Juliet is also a two time NhN success story also from River Edge.

________________________________________

Success # 190 –(10-26-12)12 Steve from Wayne NhN who attended every weekly meeting at Wayne NhN since it started on Sept 13th and is working at Trader Joe's in Clifton said,” I know about networking to find jobs.  I go to meetings to network and add to the discussions.

I shared a job with Tara, NHN success story #181.  I helped others during a session on Linkedin.  I always look to give back even though I'm out.

________________________________________

Success # 191 –Kirit from NhN Hawthorne said, “I actually just networked and also made direct applications where I saw job openings. I hooked up with a recruiter and got connected to new openings and that's I landed a position. 

________________________________________

Success # 192 – Laura from NhN Fair Lawn who said, “So happy that I have found employment. NHN helped by giving me the support of not feeling alone during these difficult times that we're all experiencing. I was given inspiration by the meetings that I did attend that helped my thinking.”

________________________________________

Success # 193  - Alison NhN member used LinkedIn NhN group and our web site to help her with her job search, she said, “ I accepted a full-time job in NYC last Friday (had been freelancing since March after being laid off in January). As for the Linked In group, I thought the advice was helpful. Regarding the job, it was a matter of who I know (a former boss runs the department for which I will be working).

________________________________________

Success # 194 – William from Ringwood NhN and then Oakland said, “The new position is a direct result of an assist from Caroline Howell, a writer/editor I met at the Oakland NHN meetings.  She hooked me up with a recruiter who had an energy copywriting contract job, and once I interviewed at Crius Energy, it turned into a full-time position (Residual Fund Raiser Manager, which is a sales support job).  I signed my offer letter, and I start on Monday, 11/26. Crius Energy is in Stamford, CT and they are a retail energy company that focuses on renewable energy. 

________________________________________
Success # 195 – Lou from Ridgewood NhN said,” Professional accomplishments are never the result of a single individual’s work, rather the compilation of many working together until the goal is achieved. Look at any successful person, and it is evident that he/she did not get there alone. THANK YOU for playing an instrumental role during the past year of my job search by staying engaged and sharing your expertise that helped bring this process to a positive conclusion! 

As of November 19th, I have begun the 2nd chapter of my career in Service & Wellness! In my new position as the Director of Service for Technogym USA Corp., I will be overseeing After Sales (Training, Field Services, Delivery & Installation, Call Center, Contracts, Back Office Operations), Logistics & Quality Control. I am excited about this excellent opportunity that combines my Customer Field Operations background with my long time passion for fitness! 

I was very fortunate to have someone like you assisting me throughout the process! Please know your efforts are much appreciated and I look forward to maintaining our relationship for years to come! ________________________________________
Success # 196 – Mary Ellen our facilitator from Fair Lawn NhN said, “ I have accepted a position (contract to perm) for a billing company in Carlstadt   I start the Monday after Thanksgiving”________________________________________
Success # 197 – Sue our facilitator from Lake Hiawatha NhN has landed a part-time job ________________________________________
Success # 198 – Jon from Bergenfield NhN  attended presentation by Cynthia Clark and asked a lot of questions about how to conduct an out of state job search. After had one session with him, a few follow up calls.  He landed a job in North Carolina and starts his new job on Monday, 11-26-12.________________________________________
Success # 199 – Patricia is one of our distant NhN members who is in Cleveland and joined our LinkedIn group back in May 2012, she has now landed a new job which she wants to get settled in before broadcasting it. While our meetings are the core of our success there is a lot of value in our LinkedIn group discussions and on our web site which members find useful.  

Patricia said, “I am so excited, scared, happy, uncertain, scared...(did I mention scared?) about starting this new opportunity.   NHN helped me keep my hopes in check.   I was happy and hopeful to learn about everyone trying to find opportunity because when you are unemployed you feel alone and helpless.  You lose self confidence. You kept me encouraged and focused!  If you wouldn't mind I would like to stay in the group.  Maybe I can be helpful to the next person!

Thank you for everything and need some prayers for my first day, just really nervous! 

________________________________________

Success # 200 – Susan originally from River Edge NhN then facilitator of Englewood NhN and a NhN Board member she said, “ I'm finally confident that I can share the news that I have gotten a consulting job in my field.  I am thrilled to be working for Univision & ABC Networks to launch their new joint venture hispanic, English-speaking cable network slated to launch next year.  They have brought me on to focus on their creative group; process optimization, design, and execution through launch.

Although it is a lot of travel (they are based in Miami), I'm as committed as possible to continuing on with Neighbors helping Neighbors, not only on the board, but in the local groups as well.  I continue to work with some members I've gotten to know and am still very willing to do whatever I can for others.  John. I am one of your biggest fans and am positive that it is your support that made it possible for me to get this current project.  I'm keenly aware that although I have something now, it is increasingly important to stay connected with all the great people of NhN. So this is, by no means, a good bye, just an update on what is up with me. “

________________________________________

Success # 201 Steve from NhN Cranford said, “I got it thru a referral from a buddy.  He is on the same executive board that I am for the local American Society for Quality Chapter, 304.  I am currently the chairman.  Networking remains the most important method for finding a job.  My search was fairly haphazard as I took my sweet time getting back into the work world.  I like your group. Continued good luck.”

________________________________________

Success # 202 Doug of Monmouth and Middletown NhN programs said, “Wow! My journey to my destination is complete! You see my passion is in helping all others! I am now a home companion aide and for the 1st time in my life- I LOVE my job! I totally transitioned my past skills utilizing unemployment's one stop agencies and Neighbors Helping Neighbors Group at theEastern Branch at the Monmouth County Library. It was at these 2 places that I learned and honed my el

elevator speech! I personally need to thank, John Fugazzie as the founder of the Neighbors Helping Neighbors Group, Kathleen Devine for her mentoring, leadership for when she said " Money follows healthcare"- I from that day became hooked to this field! There are so many of you others whom supported and helped me too- Susan Danza Popok, Paula Popok, Cyndi Hogan, Marybeth Spann. Thanks also to Kathleen Santucci, whom is the leader of the New Jersey Job Club said" You don't want to work in a hospital, you want to work as a home companion aide." Once again, I was hooked on those words! The next day at a job fair, I submitted my resume to 12 companies, 2 contacted me, 1 hired me! I am grateful for all of your help! Now, I can help by serving all others as this is my calling! Tomorrow, I will post my 1st ever original Pay it Forward Friday. If I can be of any aid to any of you, then please contact me!
________________________________________

Success # 203 – Steve of Cedar Grove NhN and #17 for that program, he said, “Hello Stewart,

I attended your inaugural kick off Neighbors Helping Neighbors in Cedar Grove.  At the time, I was working in a manufacturing environment, and I was not satisfied with the position I had.  I knew I wanted to make a change, but it had been a while since I had been looking for employment.  I didn't realize the extent of the networking system that is needed in order to gain employment nowadays.  In the past, all you had to do was send a resume or talk to a friend. 

What the group Neighbors Helping Neighbors made me aware of is that technology is a vital part of finding a job.   The steady diet of emails that I received as far as job postings was encouraging.  I believe that what helped me the most was the various forms of electronic and computer resources.  Everything from how to websites, to blogs, interview tips and how to deal with human resource people was available.   I did attend some of the network gatherings.  I recommend these to anyone who may be feeling awkward or uncomfortable about changing jobs or for the person who has been laid off.  There you will find other people in the same boat as you.  Most importantly, you get the message that people want to help you and that success can be had by allowing them to do that.

Thank you for the time and effort that you put into this organization.   I am fortunate that I have found employment with the third largest bank in the country, and I feel that your positive energy was what helped me to keep the fire going to find it. I am sure your group Neighbors Helping Neighbors will continue to make quite a few people happy.”

________________________________________

Success # 204 – Michele from Waldwick NhN said, “I attended Waldwick about a year and a half ago.  I took some time off and when I decided to go back to work I was lucky enough to apply for two jobs and got one of them.  Not much to tell.  I didn't go to more than three meetings, because I took the time off.  But I would have gone back if I needed more time to look and the support system.  It was great. 

________________________________________

Success # 205 – (12-10-12) - Mike from Mendham Twp Gittelman let me know today that he got the job he wanted (he used to be a CNN senior cameraman)

________________________________________

Success # 206 –Carol from Mendham Twp confirmed that she is at her job at UHC (social worker)

________________________________________

Success # 207 – Stephanie from Englewood NhN landed as  Health Promotion Specialist at Saint Vincent Catholic Medical Centers

________________________________________

Success # 208 – (12.11.12) Laura from Middletown NhN said, “I finally have landed a position and would love to share my story. I totally feel that networking is so important when trying to find a new position. However, I also believe that you have to try as many sources as possible. Although the odds are not very good to find a job using the internet job boards and recruiters. However, I applied to this job on Career Builder and the name of the company was anonymous. I received a call from a recruiter regarding the position two weeks ago. The recruiter set up an interview for me last Monday. The interview went very well. I received an offer from the company last Thursday and started working this Monday. I was shocked on how fast the whole process was. I am very happy that I have finally landed. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors is a wonderful group and helped me get through some of the tough days during my search. Thank you for all that you have done for so many of us during such a difficult time for many of us.   Have a wonderful Holiday Season.
 ________________________________________

Success # 209 – (12-14-12) Andrew who helped facilitate at several NhN locations said, “I have attended meetings over the past 2 years at River Edge, Fairlawn, Hawthorne, Westwood and Mahwah.  Networking and attending group meetings like NHN are key components of an active job search.  What has helped me recently has been making calls and following-up, staying on top of the jobs available in my field and picking up work in other areas while actively job searching.  Coaching has been vital for me.  Making it a priority.  I will make networking and support a priority during all times.”
________________________________________
Success # 210 – Debbie from Maywood NhN also our original facilitator there ________________________________________
Success # 211 – Chris from Monmouth NhN said, “John I just wanted to let you know that I've got a temporary contract in the city.  The support and camaraderie of NHN was really important in keeping both my spirits and skill set up.  This is a tough time for many folks for many reasons and I just wanted to tell folks not to quit.  There is hope.”
________________________________________
Success # 212  -  Caroline from NhN Cranford
 ________________________________________
Success # 213 – Gina from NhN Cranford said, “Just wanted to be added to the list of NhN success. I am working for a law practice. Have a peaceful holiday season!  And THANK YOU for making such a difference in so many people's lives.’
________________________________________
Success # 214 – Greg  from NhN Wayne said, “Happy Holidays!!! I hope all is good with you. I was one of the first members in the Wayne group. I was lucky enough to find a job a few weeks later. I would have liked to attend meetings, but there is very little time raising kids and working. However, I think Neighbors–helping-Neighbors is very helpful. It reintroduced me to LinkedIn and also more importantly, gave hope and a sense of community when things got tough. Thank you. I currently work as a broker at Bollinger insurance. if I hear of any opportunities, I will let you know.
________________________________________
Success # 215 – Joan from NhN Ridgewood said, “I did land at Toys R Us and started on Dec. 17th.   I went to the NHN meeting over in Ridgewood because you mentioned Jackie Weiss frequently ran the meetings there and I really like Jackie when she was at A&P.  I went to one meeting and then Hurricane Sandy arrived.  However, the people there couldn't have been more willing to help me with my questions on how to use electronic media, search sites and networking.  I found the experience to be very upbeat and positive.  Thanks for setting up this lifeline. 
 ________________________________________

Success # 216 – Jake from NhN Middletown Twp announced his landing at the guest visit meeting of Marissa Marsala
 ________________________________________
Success # 217 (12-28-12)Beth from NhN Monmouth Co and Middletown soon to be opening up Howell as our facilitator said, “I am happy to report that I landed a job with FEMA.  Even though it's only a temporary assignment,  I am excited to be working again.  I start January 2nd.  

The hours will be horrendous 8-6 Monday thru Saturday with a possible 7 day 

week.  I am still planning on starting the Howell group and hopefully I can get 

some help at some point.  Thank you for starting such a wonderful support group.

________________________________________

Success # 218 - (12-30-12) Donna from Middletown said, “After 2 years of being unemployed. I finally landed a job. It's F/T hours as a consultant for FEMA. My assignment is a 120 days as an IT Specialist. (Of course I wanted to retire from this area of Technology... crawling around on my knees, snaking wires, installing printers, setting up computers, etc. LOL!) I'm hoping this will open more doors for me in the future.

________________________________________
Success # 219 (1-2-13) Evette is an NhN web site, Facebook and LinkedIn member she said, “John, you may not know this, but you have inspired me to believe in myself again, and get off my couch. After seeing what is possible through your work in creating Neighbors Helping Neighbors, I realized I could do anything I set my mind to do. I dusted off my linked-In account and updated it along with my resume. I got myself out there and interviewed at a couple of places successfully.

I completed an H&R block income tax course with a grade of 96, and was offered a job starting Monday as a Tax Preparer/ Client Service Professional. I plan on getting experienced in this field and continuing this career on a seasonal basis. Once the tax season is over, I plan on getting back into the Mortgage industry where I have over seven years experience as a loan consultant.

I enjoy helping others and have contributed to my community by providing free credit management and first time home buyer courses. I volunteer for food drives. I have also taught CCD classes to sixth and seventh graders. My passion now is with my volunteer work as a stress management meditation instructor in High Schools under Dr. Oz's Health Corp's initiative. You are an amazing individual for creating this community of Neighbors Helping Neighbors. If ever you need assistance with Neighbors Helping Neighbors please let me know. I would be honored to do my bit to help. Thanks again John, and all the best to you in 2013, God bless you for all that you are and all that you do.”
________________________________________



2011 –   37     success stories   (we only had one meeting group River Edge for our first 6 months)
2012 – 182     success stories
2013  - 141     success stories


